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MEMORANDUM 
 

TO:  Vermont Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 
 
FROM:  Devin Colman, State Architectural Historian 
 
RE:  Fells Barn and Related Resources, 3412 Quechee Main Street, Hartford, VT 
  Request for a State Register Determination of Eligibility 
 
DATE:  May 13, 2022 
 
The Vermont Division for Historic Preservation has been asked to evaluate whether the properties 
referenced above meet the criteria for listing in the State Register of Historic Places. This request was made 
by Ken Lallier, Property Manager, The Quechee Club. 
 
The primary resource being evaluated is the Fells Barn, which stands immediately adjacent to Quechee 
Main Street and is a local landmark. Built c. 1880 as a dairy barn and expanded with several additions, it is a 
Late Bank Barn with a large cupola centered on the gable roof. Directly across the street is a smaller barn, 
known as the "Fertilizer Barn,” that dates from the late 19th century. It also stands broadside to Quechee 
Main Street and has a gable roof. North of the Fertilizer Barn is the Ski Hill Base Lodge, which occupies a 
former tenement house for farm workers. Across the street is the Tennis Pro Shop, with occupies the 
former farm manager’s house. 
 
The Fells Barn was recorded in the HSSS in 2010, but the other buildings have not been previously 
documented in the survey. A detailed description of the history of the Fells Farm and these four buildings is 
contained in the Vermont Architectural Resource Inventory survey form prepared by historic preservation 
consultant Scott Newman and dated March 7, 2022. Jamie Duggan and I conducted a site visit to the 
property in 2018 to view the two barns inside and out.  

 
Based on the information presented in the VARI survey form and the 2018 site visit, the Division 
has made a preliminary determination that the Fells Barn meets the State Register Criteria for 
Evaluation. It is eligible under Criterion C: Design/Construction because it embodies the distinctive 
characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction. Architecturally, it is an excellent 
example of a late-19th century, timber framed, Bank Barn built for a dairy farm. Likewise, the 



  

   

Fertilizer Barn is eligible under Criterion C: Design/Construction. It features later, transitional 
timber framing and was originally used in support of an apple orchard on the Fells Farm. 
 
The two former houses have both been significantly altered inside and out. And explained on the 
VARI form, they no longer retain enough integrity to meet the Criteria for Evaluation.  
 
Based on the above, it is our recommendation that the Fells Barn is eligible for listing in the State 
Register of Historic Places. Of the three related resources, the Fertilizer barn contributes to the 
significance of the Fells Barn. Due to alterations, the Ski Hill Base Lodge and Tennis Pro Shop do not 
contribute to the significance of the Fells Barn. We are requesting that the Vermont Advisory 
Council on Historic Preservation make a formal determination of eligibility for the State Register of 
Historic Places. 

 
 

  


